Chomsky quotes the great American historian Francis Jennings, who noted 
that "In history, the man in the ruffled shirt and gold-coated waistcoat 
levitates above the blood he has ordered to be spilled by dirty-handed 
underlings." Instead, Chomsky says, history is too often ruled by 
Thucydides's maxim: "The strong do as they wish, while the poor suffer as 
they must." 


